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Be Tick Smart!

Each spring and summer, ticks become a public health
threat across Ohio. Ticks can spread diseases, including
the most common two; Lyme disease, and Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever (RMSF), as well as other tickborne diseases
such as anaplasmosis, babesiosis, and ehrlichiosis that are
also on the rise.

Tickborne diseases are illnesses that can spread to people or pets through
the bite of an infected tick. To feed, a tick will wait on a blade of grass or a
leaf until a person or animal brushes by, then the tick will climb on and make
its way to the skin where it can feed.

If not removed, a tick may feed for several days. While it feeds, the tick will
get larger as it fills up with blood. The longer the tick is attached, the greater
the chance it will pass on any disease germs it may have.

Most cases of these diseases in Ohio are caused by these common ticks:

The blacklegged tick, also known as the "deer tick" may transmit the
bacteria that cause anaplasmosis and Lyme disease, as well as the parasite
that causes babesiosis. The risk of exposure to this tick is greater in wooded
or brushy areas and along the edge area between lawns and woods.

The lone star tick may also transmit the bacteria that cause ehrlichiosis. It
may also transmit other diseases. This tick is most common in shady areas
along roads and in meadows and woods.

The American dog tick may transmit the bacteria that cause Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever. It is often found in overgrown lots and along weedy
roadsides, paths and hiking trails.

Take action to decrease your risk of infection: protect against tick bites,
check for ticks, remove ticks as soon as you can, and watch for symptoms .
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Wear repellent.
Check for ticks daily.

Shower soon after
being outdoors.

Call your doctor if you
get a fever or rash
following a tick bite.
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