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FDH Takes Next Step in Achieving Accreditation
The Fairfield Department of Health has
been working on Accreditation for 3 1/2
years. Accreditation is the measurement
of health departments performance
against a set of nationally recognized,
practice-focused and evidence-based
standards. All health departments in
Ohio are required to apply for
Accreditation by 2018 and become an
accredited agency by 2020.
FDH applied for accreditation in
September, 2017. Once an agency
applies and pays the application fee, they
are given access to the Public Health
Accreditation Agency (PHAB) on-line documents site. This allows departments to load
in their documents to show proof of standards and measures on the areas that all health
departments are required to meet. The Fairfield department of Health submitted all
required documentation on April 20, 2018! The next step is a site visit! The site visit
should take place late 2018 or early 2019.

*FDH has flu vaccine
until June 2018
Call (740)652-2802 to
schedule your
appointment!

Monthly Regular events:

Are you traveling out of country?
The weather is starting to warm up and summer will be
here in no time. Some of you may be planning on going on
vacation, mission trips or even business trips during this
time. If going out of the country, keep in mind that there
may be required or recommended vaccinations that are
needed at least two weeks for your intended travel time. A
good place to get this information is from the CDC website
or you can call our Travel Immunization Coordinator
Nurse, Kelley Ayers at (740) 652-2828 and she will be able
to look up that information for you, answer any questions
and get you scheduled.

•

Board of Health meetings — second Wednesday of
each month at 3:00 p.m. at the Health Department.

•

District Advisory Council — 7:00 p.m. at the Fairfield
County Courthouse. DAC meet quarterly. Dates
change due to scheduling. If you have any questions,
call Kathie Whitlock at (740)652-2805.

•

Environmental Review Committee (ERC) meetings —
each month beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the Health
Department. ERC meetings are a public forum for
discussing issues regarding Environmental programs.

•

Immunization Clinics — Tuesdays by appointment, at
the Health Department. Late clinics on first and third
Tuesdays.

FDH Contact Information
1550 Sheridan Drive, Suite 100
Lancaster, Ohio 43130
Phone: 740-652-2800
Fax: 740-653-6626

Find us online:

Meet the Staff – Departmental Changes and New Faces
FDH Gets a New Nursing Director
Tiffany Nash is no stranger to FDH as she first started
out as the Infectious Disease Coordinator and
transitioned into the position as the Nursing Director.
Tiffany has always wanted to be in management and
with her Master’s Degree in Public Health, she felt like
this was the next appropriate step to take! Her vision for
FDH is, “To be able to give back to the community more
and partner with agencies in the community to lessen the
burden on any one agency.” Her goals are to expand
interagency relationships as well as the services that the
health department provides and become more involved
in the community. When Tiffany is not busy at work, she
is spending time at home with her husband, infant
daughter and dog. She is learning to garden as she said,
“I am redoing my flower beds and starting vegetables this year.” Tiffany also enjoys reading
and organizing at home. When asked if she would like to travel anywhere in the world Tiffany
replied, “ I am not much of a traveler but I would always like to go back to the beach! I do not
necessarily like to be in the water, but I love to be around it. I find it relaxing.” A few of her
favorite quotes are, “I wash my hands of those who imagine chattering to be knowledge,
silence to be ignorance and affection to be art,” by Kahlil Gibran and “We learn more by
looking for an answer to a question and not finding it than we do from learning the answer
itself,” by Lloyd Alexander.

Bekah Sutter-Infectious Disease Coordinator
Sometimes it takes time and many life experiences for a person to really know what
they want to do in their career. This is how it came to be that Bekah joined our nursing
team. After graduating from Otterbein University in 2014 with a Bachelor’s of
Science and Nursing, Bekah went on to work at Grant Hospital in the ICU, Critical
Care Unit for close to 4 years. While there, Bekah said that she felt like they were
catching people too late to where the disease had progressed too far. This inspired her
to want to get involved in preventions and spotting trends in public health. In being
the Infectious Disease Coordinator, Bekah’s focus will be community focus in
improving and promoting Health and wellness in all aspects. Outside of work Bekah
enjoys spending time outdoors with her husband and even traveling the world. When
asked where she would like to travel she said, “EVERYWHERE! I really love to
travel and enjoy experiencing other cultures. If I absolutely had to pinpoint certain
places a few of those would be The Great Barrier Reef in Australia, The Northern
lights in Iceland and visiting the elephants in Thailand! I love animals!” A couple of
favorite quotes of hers are, “Life begins when your comfort zone ends,” and “Be the
change you want to see in the world.”

Judy Tata-Scali-BCMH Nurse
Judy Scali joined FDH as the new BCMH, Public Health Nurse. She graduated
from Mount Carmel School of Nursing in 1993, and finished her Bachelor’s at
Chamberlain College of Nursing. After college Judy did a variety of things from
working as an Injury Claim Trainer for State Farm, to being a part of Franklin
County Board of Health doing BCMH, Immunizations and Home Health Care
visits. Judy realized that she enjoyed working with the Public and felt like she
could make a difference working for the department of health. When Judy is not
busy at FDH, she can be found managing her restaurant, Scali Ristorante, in
Reynoldsburg with her husband Frank Scali. Scali Ristorante sells authentic Italian
Cuisine as Judy’s family originated from Alvito, Italy. Judy and Frank have two
extremely active sons, one that’s going into 8th grade and the other is studying at
Cincinnati University. Family and friends are a priority. Judy hopes to one day be
able to travel back to Italy to visit her family. One of her favorite quotes is. “A light
heart lives long” by William Shakespeare. If you see Judy out in public, be sure to
say hi!

Devin Unger-Sanitarian
Devin Unger joined FDH’s skillful team of Sanitarians. Devin graduated from Ohio
University with her Bachelor’s in Healthcare Administration in 2017. Devin felt
like FDH was the type of job that would give her the best opportunity to grow and
learn multiple tasks that will help her not just now but also later on in life. Being
able to grow in the workplace is a priority. Outside of work family is something that
is important to Devin, as she said, “They mean everything to me.” A place that
Devin would like to visit one day is Tuscany, Italy, “I think it is absolutely
beautiful, and would be very relaxing to tour the country side. A favorite quotes of
hers are, “Never run faster than your guardian angels can fly” and “Strive for
progress, not perfection.”

Tony Blevins-Sanitarian
Tony Blevins joined FDH’s environmental department as a Sanitarian because he
enjoys working with the public and being outdoors and in the environment. Tony
graduated with honors from Palmer College Chiropractic, Davenport in 2001.
Eventually he was able to start his own business, Blevins Chiropractic and
Wellness, located in Circleville. One could say that that he is quite the busy person
as he manages his own business and works for the Health Department at the same
time. When Tony is not busy working, he is focused on his family at home. He says
that, “They keep things in perspective.” When asked if he could travel anywhere in
the world he replied, “I am happy being an Ohio boy but my other home is Northern
New Mexico. I have spent a great deal of time backpacking, camping and hiking in
the mountains there and it’s a great place to get lost.” A favorite quote of his is by
Herm Albright, “A positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will
annoy enough people to make it worth the effort.”
How

Community Outreach-Spring 2018

Fairfield County WIC Farmer’s Market
Program

March 2018
Immunization Coordinator Kelley Ayers went to Fairfield
Career Center to give students their Hepatitis B shots.

April 6th
Nursing Director Tiffany Nash joined forces with
Christine Boucher from Eastland Fairfield Career Center
and spoke with 8th graders from Amanda Clearcreek
about future Health Department Careers.

May 1st
Nursing Director Tiffany Nash and Environmental
Director Kelly Spindler participated in the Chamber of
Commerce Safety Fair.

Summertime means Ohio grown Fruits, Vegetables and Herbs!
The 2018 FMNP which stands for Farmer’s Market Nutrition
Program will kick off in the middle of June! The Ohio WIC
Farmer’s Market Nutrition Program provides WIC Participants
who are interested, in receiving FMNP vouchers with a
booklet that holds 4 vouchers worth $5.00 or $20.00 per
booklet to purchase Ohio Grown Fruits, Vegetables, and Herbs
that are redeemable at Ohio WIC authorized Farmers, Farmer
Markets, and Farm Stands! This year the Farmer’s Market has
a new location! It is now located on west Chestnut Street
between Broad and Columbus. See the map below.

Naloxone Kits Still Available for First
Responders at FDH
Naloxone (Narcan) is a medication that is used to reverse an overdose
caused by an opioid drug such as heroin or prescription pain medications
to name a few. According to the Ohio Department of Health, from 1999 to
2011, Ohio’s death rate due to drug overdose increased by 440 percent. To
put this into a better prospective, this is equivalent to 5 Ohioans dying
everyday or 1 Ohioan dying every 4 hours. In response to this dramatic
increase, Fairfield Department of Health has naloxone kits available for
First Responders. First Responders can administer naloxone on scene and
reverse the effect of opioids. If any law enforcement, fire, EMS/Medic
groups need naloxone, Call Tiffany Nash at (740) 652-2830.
Tiffany Nash showing staff how to administer Naloxone

FDH has Pack ‘n Plays
Every week in Ohio 3 babies die in unsafe sleep environments.
The Ohio Department of Health, Bureau of Maternal, Child and
Family Health partnered with Cribs for Kids and health
departments throughout Ohio to provide free Graco Pack ‘n
Plays to families who cannot afford them. For more
information on how to obtain a Pack n’ Play, call FDH and ask
for Tiffany Nash or Judy Scali.

Who started it all?

Picture Courtesy of Tuscarawas County Health Department

Cribs for Kids was founded so organizations, whose mission it
is to reduce infant mortality through the elimination of
sleep-related deaths, would have a resource to help them
accomplish this very important goal. To date, Cribs for Kids has
distributed over 100,000 cribs since 2018, helped 1 million
families and partnered with over 850 organizations to help make
this happen. For more information about Cribs for Kids or to
learn about how you can also become involved, visit
www.cribsforkids.org.

What is the Fairfield Department of Health doing to promote clean ponds,
rivers and streams in Fairfield County?
Septic Systems and the Environment
According to the Ohio Department of Health (ODH), approximately
31% of all household sewage treatment systems throughout the state
of Ohio are experiencing some degree of failure. This is an increase
from 28% in 2008. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
says that septic systems without proper maintenance and a good
design can cause your sewage to go into your neighbor’s yard or
theirs into yours. This in turn contaminates the ground water with
disease causing germs such a E.coli, Salmonella, Shigella, polio,
hepatitis and Cryptosporidium. Unfortunately the repair and in many
cases the replacement of a septic system can be costly. This is why
the EPA started its Water Pollution Control Loan Fund Program to
help out homeowners who have systems that are failing.

FDH receives funds for 2018 WPCLF Loan
Forgiveness Program
Fairfield Department of Health is pleased to announce that we have
applied for and received funds through Ohio EPA’s WPCLF (Water

Pollution Control Loan Fund) program in the amount of
$200,000 for 2018. These funds will allow us to provide
assistance to low to moderate income homeowners to
repair or replace their failing septic systems. Eligible
applicants can receive up to 100% of installation costs
covered. Kelly Spindler, RS, Environmental Director,
stated that the program has been extremely rewarding,
and that the department is happy to be able to work with
the program to help the environment and the people of
Fairfield County.
So far, FDH has received a total of $550,000 through the
WPCLF program since 2016.
If you, or someone you know, could benefit from this
program, visit our web page at www.myfdh.org or call
Kelly Spindler at 740-652-2823.

What is the BCMH Program?
BCMH stands for Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps. BCMH links
families of children with special health care needs to a network of quality
providers and helps families obtain payment for the services their children
need. Judy Scali, FDH’s new BCMH nurse is here to help make the process
easier for the families that need help. There are three programs that Judy can
connect a family to and those are as follows:
The Diagnostic Program
Children can receive services for up to three months, from BCMH-approved
providers, to rule out or diagnose a special heath care need or establish a plan
of treatment. These services may include.

•
•
•
•
•

Tests and X-rays
Visits to BCMH-approved doctors
Up to five days in the hospital
Public health nursing services
Therapy evaluations
The Treatment Program
Children can receive services for one year, from BCMH-approved providers,
for treatment of an eligible condition. Both medical and financial eligibility are
required for the Treatment Program. Treatment services may include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Laboratory tests and X-rays
Physician Visits
Prescription Medications
Therapies
Medical Equipment and supplies
Surgeries and hospitalizations
Service coordination
Public health nurse services
The Service Coordination Program
Helps families locate and coordinate services for their child. This is a limited
program available to children, with specific conditions, who are seen by a team
of providers at hospitals approved by BCMH for service Coordination.

Judy Scali, BCMH Public Health Nurse

If you have a child with special needs, our
BCMH Nurse may be able to help you.
Call (740) 652-2800 and ask to speak to
Judy.

Upcoming Events
August 4th–FDH will be participating in the

Fairfield Medical Center Health Fest that will be held
at the Fairgrounds.
August 14th, 21st & 28th- The immunization
Clinic will be holding walk-in clinics from 5-7 for
school shots.
May 24th, June 7th, June 28th, July 12th, July
26th & August 2nd- Food fun for Families event
held by FDH, Fairfield County District Library and
OSU. See flyer on right.
May 2018

